Aro Monarchy

Aro Throne In History- Profile of the Aro Monarch
Mazi Vincent Ogbonnaya Okoro Asi Eko Oke Nnachi, CFR, Eze Aro VIII of Arochukwu was born on March 6th, 1932 at Nde Oke, Oror, Arochukwu to the late Mazi Okoro Asi Eko Okenachi who died in 1952. His late grand father- Mazi Asi Eko Nnachi was the Eze Aro V of Arochukwu. A holder of the Higher National Diploma (HND) Technical from the prestigious Paddington College of Technology, London, he worked in several medical Institutions in Nigeria and abroad before ascending to the Aro throne on May 31st, 1995. The throne, which he occupies, is over 500 years old, having been established as far back as the fourteenth century A.D. Since the British invasion of Arochukwu (otherwise known as the Arochukwu Expedition) in 1901-1902, the British Colonial Government recognized the influence and prestige of the Aro King (the Eze-Aro) whose influence and prestige transcend the whole of Igbo land and beyond. It will be recalled that Aro settle and constitute autonomous communities in various parts of Abia, Imo, Anambra, Cross River, Akwa Ibom, Ebonyi, Enugu and beyond with their recognized traditional rulers, but then these Aros and their traditional rulers pay true allegiance and annual homage to the Eze-Aro whom they recognize as their King. Because of his influence and prestige, the Eze-Aro was the first and only President of the then Arochukwu Native Court. Both King George VI and Queen Elizabeth II awarded previous Eze-Aro’s certificate and medals of Honor in recognition of their immense popularity, influence and prestige throughout the former Eastern Region of Nigeria, more particularly for their role in quelling the Aba Women Riot of 1929. In the colonial days and after, the Eze-Aro was and still remains an embodiment of peace and exercised sobering influence over the other chiefs and Traditional Rulers in the area. The Eze-Aro is one of the eight (8) Traditional Paramount Rulers in the former Eastern Region of Nigeria, and the only one in Abia State of Nigeria, whose positions as First Class Paramount Traditional Rulers were entrenched in the 1960 Constitution of Eastern Region of Nigeria as well as in the 1963 Constitution of Eastern Nigeria when Nigeria became a Republic. The other seven (7) First Class Paramount Traditional Rulers are the Amayanabo of Opobo, the Amayanabo of Bonny, the Amayanabo of Nembe, the Amayanabo of Kalabari, the Obi of Onitsha, the Obi of Oguta and the Obong of Calabar. Consequently the Eze-Aro of Arochukwu and the other seven (7) First Class Paramount Traditional Rulers named above were automatic and ex-officio members of the eastern Nigeria House of chiefs until the outbreak of the Nigerian Civil War and subsequent creation of twelve (12) States in 1967. Thus the Colonial government and all subsequent Nigerian Governments, especially in the former Eastern Nigeria, have continued to recognize the influence, prestige and exalted position of the Eze-Aro as one of the few Traditional Rulers in the former Eastern Nigeria occupying a traditional stool with history. He is in fact, the only Traditional Ruler in Abia State occupying such a stool (i.e. a traditional stool with history.

Insert Kingship Chart
The Journey to the Throne
- Ben Ezumah
Every civilization rises, flourishes and then with time either crumbles or endures, so is history which is a major component of human civilization. An epoch in Aro history and civilizations came to an end in 1987, when His Royal Highness, Eze Kanu Oji died. His reign was long and peaceful – Sixty-Nine (69) years in all, 1918-87. He was revered by all, his death marked albeit painfully, the end of an era and the commencement of another. Soon afterwards it became evident that there were irreconcilable differences in the Aro ruling house – Oke Nanchi. Two contenders to the throne had indeed emerged: Prince Sampson Kanu Idei and Mazi Vincent Ogbonnaya Okoro. A letter dated 1st August, 1988 entitled “Notice of Coronation” signed by late Mazi/Dr. Nwakanma Okoro (SAN) Chairman, Okennachi kindred, Mazi/Elder I Okwara Onoh Chairman, Ibom Isii kindred and Mazi J. Ezuma Okoro, Chairman Ezeagwu kindred, was sent to Mazi Vincent Ogbonnaya Okoro notifying him as Eze Aro elect and the need for him to urgently severe his services with his erstwhile employers, the University of Nigeria, Nsukka; so as to take up the mantle of leadership of Aro Kingdom. That letter of 1st August 1988 evidently led to the filing of suit No. HOH/26/88 at Ohafia on 30th August, 188 by Prince Sampson Kanu Idei as plaintiff while Mazi Vincent Okoro, Okoro Ohu Oke and Mazi Oji Kanu Oji were joined as defendants. By now the scenario was tensely set for the long eclipse; series of litigations and war of attrition that lasted for over seven years defying all known Aro traditional method of conflict resolution and diplomacy. All attempts by prominent Aro sons such as late Dr. Nwakanma Okoro on the one hand and late Mazi Sam Ikoku on the other, to settle the matter out of court failed. Other bodies that waded into the matter with a view to procuring amicable settlement out of court included Nzuko Aro, Eze Ogos, etc. Despite these attempts by well meaning Aro indigenes the litigations dragged on and on, until 1995; following the death of the first plaintiff, Prince Kanu Idei on 1st May 1995, which struck out the case. Part of the ruling read as follows: “It is a pity that we have to pass this mortal way, Mortal way, that the future has no forecast of it. Whatever is the case, though a sensitive case that could have led us into the history of Arochukwu, this court has no alternative than to cede to the application made for striking out of this case, which is instituted in ‘personam’. Accordingly this case in the circumstance is struck out (Suit No. HOH/26/88). Consequently, in a colorful ceremony in December 1995, His Royal Highness, Mazi Vincent Ogbonnaya Okoro ascended to the throne and was officially presented with a staff of office by the then Governor of Abia State. May the reign of His Royal Highness, Eze Vincent Ogbonnaya Okoro be long and peaceful.

Eze Ogbonnaya Okoro - Greatest Milestone So Far – 

By Mazi Azubike Okoro

Thursday November 16th, 2000. Africa hall, International Conference Center, Abuja. 9.00 AM prompt. Security arrangements were at its best. Only guests with the official invitation cards were allowed into the hallowed chamber of the hall. The honorees, their relations and invited guests turned up in their very best. All kinds of regalia were on parade. The entire ground and environment around the International Conference Center wore a carnival outlook as guests who could not make it into the hall proper took positions at various corners outside. Such was the setting as the Head of State of Nigeria - President Olusegun Obasanjo arrived and stepped into the Africa hall to decorate distinguished Nigerians who deserved to be honored. Among them was His Majesty, Mazi Vincent Ogbonnaya Okoro. Key functionaries from all walks of life - including retired and serving personnel from both the private and public sectors were equally honored. The list included former heads of state - General Yakubu Gowon and Alhaji Shehu Shagari who bagged the highest national honor of Grand Commander of the Federal Republic (GCFR), former vice president - Dr Alex Ekwueme, prominent traditional rulers such as Eze Ogbonnaya Okoro - Eze Aro of Arochukwu, sultan of Sokoto - Alhaji Mohammed Maccido; distinguished business executives of both the new and old generations, among others. Eze Vincent Ogbonnaya Okoro was decorated with the honor of Commander of the Federal Republic (CFR); the only traditional ruler in the entire southeast to be so honored that year. The choice of the Aro monarch was said to be unanimous as the town is the only acclaimed ancient state with proven history of kingship in the entire Igbo speaking area. President Obasanjo described the monarch as a “Hero” and told him that he was chosen because “he had distinguished himself by serving his society and Nigeria honorably, honestly and successfully”. National honor, according to the president “is a recognition of Nigeria’s best and brightest”. It is “something that money can not buy”. “It transcends materialism and will last as long as the society endures, he opined”. Eze Aro had arrived Abuja a day before with his entourage which comprised of some members of his cabinet, a representative of the governor of Abia state and several other officials of Abia state government and Institutions in the eastern part of the country. He was immediately checked into a reserved presidential suite at Nicon Hilton Hotel from where he received Aro indegenes and friends at the federal capital city and environs who had gathered to pay him homage. It was a spectacular sight as the audience applauded as the citation of His Majesty; Eze Vincent Ogbonnaya Okoro was read. Dressed in most fitting regalia devoid of the masquerade - like attire of some traditional rulers, Eze Aro stood honorably, acknowledged cheers, and shook hand with Mr. President before being decorated. After the award ceremony, His Majesty paid a courtesy visit on the then senate president - Honorable Pius Anyim in his office at the National Assembly Complex. His host who praised him for his exceptional qualities and achievements that earned him the honor just bestowed on him warmly received him. The Eze Aro enjoined the senate president to cultivate patriotic ideals as a way of entrenching unity and harmony among the various peoples of Nigeria. He also urged him to use his good office to attract meaningful development to needy communities as part of dividends of democracy. Before he departed Abuja, the Nzuko Aro hosted him. In his speech at the occasion, Eze Aro thanked the leadership and entire members of Nzuko Aro for finding time to organize the reception in his honor even at short notice. That showed unity and the kind of solidarity that existed among them, he noted. According to him, the national honor, which was given to him, is for the entire Aro as he is only a servant. Continuing, he recalled his message to all Aro when he was coroneted, “that every Aro person is wearing the Eze Aro crown”. Therefore, “they should be reigning where ever they are and also strive to do just those things that will uplift the image of the kingship”. 

