Executive Chat

Professor Humphrey Nwosu in the House….

Some month’s back, the editors of Aro News met with Prof. Humphrey Nwosu; Nwa – Aro and former National Electoral Commission Chairman. This was when the crisis in Ajalli was raging, so he came with peace initiatives from his USA base. He spoke at length, the first interview, he’s granting any newspaper since he left office. However, out of choice, and in deference to the realities of the time, he avoided political issues but focused on the crisis at Ajalli, his hometown; and the mediation role he’s been playing in order to bring peace to his people. The return of peace to the community has since been celebrated by the entire people and the communiqué by Nzuko Aro on the issue is being published in this edition in place of Prof.’s advertised interview. We plead the indulgence of our readers to appreciate our predicament in not publishing the full interview as earlier advertised.   

Consequently, Prof’s encounter with Aro News, instead of taking the format of a Question and Answer Session, in the characteristic speech power of the ebullient Prof. became a one – track lesson for all and sundry.

Here are excepts:

Aro News: What’s actually happening at Ajalli, people at home and elsewhere are concerned?

Prof.: What’s happening in our town is a conflict between shortsightedness and vision. I’ll explain. We are surrounded by neighbors who do not want us to grow. I could not have brought the Local government headquarters to Ajalli in order to preside over its destruction now. The key players in this crisis never wanted local government before. They never thought it was possible that’s why they never believed in it. It’s a conflict between anarchy and due process, conflict between personality cult and institutionalization, you institutionalize when you have organized.

The Eze was there before colonization; they want to tear down the Eze institution. They felt that the only person who can do that is a man with money. Ujari and Ajalli have tradition inherited from Arochukwu, our ancestral home. Eze 1 to Eze 6 came from one dynasty. The only way for peace to return is by having peace mediation, I brought President Ibrahim Babangida to Ajalli on 27th October 1992 and he gave N12million for developmental projects. On August 10, 1994 Union bank opened in Ajalli. I’ve always championed Aro interest where it’s being suppressed.

S.G. Ikoku and I agreed that we shouldn’t be too open in order not to hinder certain benefits coming to our people when we were in government. Another community could have been the HQ of Orumba North. I was a major factor in the creation of 47 new local governments in the country at the time.

Aro communities were brought together into Orumba North Local government. By God’s grace Orumba North became Local Government. We had a Police headquarters. We had Local Government, I brought electricity; water has been running for 20 years now. The Anglican Church I built it almost single handedly. In fact, everything there. The problem of A.W.U. has always been funding. On 31st December 2003, we held a meeting; all the protagonists were there. We approved 100million Naira for endowment.

There was also the ceremony of February 28, 2004 where we planned to thank some people for assisting the community to establish endowment fund. Some of the headmasters who brought light to the community, such as Bruno’s father, Jenkins’s father, the first set of civil servants and so on were to be honored.

The problem is also somewhat historical. The truth of the matter is that, the non – descendents are in majority. But the concept of Aro political system emphasizes heritage rather than birth. Aro incorporates those who have been offered protection in the past, but they are now doing un-Aro things. They are non-descendants but with Aro heritage.

Following the adoption of Nzuko Aro’s resolution on Ajalli Peace Initiatives, a major celebration which marked the return of peace to the community was organized on Saturday May 21st, 2005. The event which held at Ogbiti Oti compound commenced in the morning hours with an opening prayer conducted by Reverend Angus Okoli. Thereafter, kola nut ceremonies were observed before the President-General, Ajalli Welfare Union, Mazi Dan Onukegbe presented his welcome address titled – We are here for peace. The community’s legal adviser, Barrister P S Nwajagu also gave an address on the theme – The need for peace and unity in Ajalli. This was immediately followed by the President-General of Nzuko’s address which gave detail background to the problem in the community, the findings of the Committee that looked into the matter and the need for apologies by some principal actors. Apologies and peace offerings were subsequently received from the following – Nwosu’s family led by Professor Humphrey Nwosu; Mazi S I C Okoli and the leadership of Ajalli Welfare Union represented by its president- Mazi Dan Onukegbe. Mazi Emma Kanu Ivi appreciated the individual and group sacrifices of all those that tendered apologies, thanked the entire community for upholding the Aro spirit on oneness and unity. The occasion rounded-off with sumptuous lunch at the residence of Mazi S I C Okoli and light entertainment at Ogbiti Oti. The following people were specifically slated for appreciation for the noble role they played in resolving the crisis in Ajalli:- 

1 All those that courageously tendered apologies notwithstanding their status in society – Prof H Nwosu, Mazi Dan Onukegbe and Mazi S I C Okoli;

2 Committee of Patriots and its Chairman – S I C Okoli

3 Leader of the Concerned Citizens group – Dr Jerry Nwankwo

4 Reverened Angus Okoli

5 All Ajalli women, especially Umu Ada for encouraging their husbands to embrace peace   

6 All Ajalli citizens for accepting to give peace a chance 

7 The leadership of Nzuko  Aro that worked assiduously for peace to return

8 And, ultimately God Almighty who poured out His spirit of Love andf Peace on all.
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