Interview With Mazi Emma Ivi, President-General, Nzuko Arochukwu
Given that December 2006 was three years since Mazi Ivi sat on the saddle of Nzuko Aro as helmsman, Aro News sought his views on a number of issues to mark the end of his first tenure. Here are excerpts.

1 Mazi, accept our kudos for holding onto power for three years. You are sufficiently known within and without the community so we shall skip background issues. What has the experience been serving Aro in the capacity of President-General in the past two years?
ANS. 
Thank you. It has been a very interesting, challenging and rewarding        experience serving Aro at the level of President General of Nzuko Arochukwu. It is interesting because I continue to learn a lot of things every day. I deal with people who believe so much in themselves. They are my people, yet I try to understand them more and more. It is challenging because as a leader, there are many problems we have in Arochukwu that you are expected to find solutions to even without any resources made available to you. It is very rewarding because I have a lot of people who believe in me and who support our ideas and programs. And more importantly God has been very merciful and kind to us by rewarding us with great successes in most of the things we set out to do.
2.
Sir, in specific terms, how would you assess your performance?
ANS.
…. 
It is not my performance but our performance because all of us are involved in it one way or the other in what ever results we may have achieved so far.
Remember that when we got elected in December 2003, we presented to Aro people our action-plan entitled “Oganivu Arochukwu – The Aro Agenda” which was published in a booklet form in April, 2004 and distributed to all branches of Nzuko Aro for their records and for any future objective assessment of our performance on those things we had promised to do which were well set out in our action plan.
· Specifically, we have to reasonably succeeded in mobilizing our people, in getting them involved in so many things that touch on Aro interests and informed of things they need to know. Now attendance to National Executive meetings and even to so many branch-meetings has become very encouraging and quite interesting in comparative terms.  

· The Security mess up and matters arising from the 2003 Eke-Ekpe day sad events were adequately handled on our assumption of office. However, security situation in Aro as in any other part of the country still needs some serious concern of every worthy Aro person. 
· The Amaikpe Pavilion which used to be like a tattered market shade has been remodeled and rebuilt by us. We still have some little more work to do there to improve the over all appearance of the structure. 

· We have initiated and are still following up some PEACE moves in some villages like Ibom, Oror, Amaoba, Amukwa and Ugwuavor.  Reasonable progress has been achieved in some of them.  We are also playing active roles in ensuring that enduring peace returns to two different Aro diaspora communities, namely: Ajalli in Orunba North, Anambra state and Aro Obuoro in Ikwuano, Abia state. 
· We have effectively drawn the attention of the three government levels in Nigeria (the LGA, the State and the federal governments) to the plights of Arochukwu occasioned by the very long neglect of the various infrastructures and decaying government projects in Arochukwu kingdom, namely: Roads, Water, health, communication, etc. 
· We led powerful delegations to these governments at different times and laying on their tables the needs of our people. We continue to maintain persistent pressures on them through various sources.
· We persistently demanded from Abia state government the construction of some urban roads in Arochukwu and rehabilitation of Arochukwu general hospital among other demands. We were a bit surprised when our state government confessed that they never knew until we told them that Arochukwu was made an urban town since 1976. Fortunately, due to our persistent pressure, they later promised us some three to six urban roads and renovation of our general hospital. I am happy to say that contracts have now been awarded for the construction of Arochukwu-Ndi Okereke/ Ozu- Abam road and three urban roads out of the six we demanded. The urban roads are: Ugwuavo through New market to Ibom, Barracks through new market to Obinkita, and the old traditional Amuvi-Atani road. Others are (a) Amanagwu-Ujari-Amasu Road with a spur through Ncheghe to Ibom, (b) Amangba-Amangwu to Ugwuavor –New market road junction, and (c) Atani-Amaukwa-Ugbo-Amankwu through Amoba to Obinkita.
· We have been to Aso Rock twice and held some fruitful talks with President Obasanjo on how our poor federal infrastructures can be repaired and improved. We have also visited the Senate President and discussed some national and Specific Aro issues with him with a view to spreading our contacts for effective results in meeting Aro Needs.
· Our timely visit to the Federal Minister of Works in early 2004 produced some good results towards the FERMA’s palliative repair works on our federal roads. Roads into and inside Arochukwu are now being repaired and upgraded. All these are happening within these few years of our being in office. To God be the glory.
· We got the Arochukwu local government to renovate a defunct political party’s office building at Nkwu-nabo to house the Abia State Library Zonal office that was about to be relocated out of Arochukwu due to lack of adequate accommodation. 
· We held several meetings with our local councilors and the LGA chairman to pressurize the Local Government council to get our rural village roads at least graded. Although we are happy that some of these roads were graded, we regret to say that we did not receive much from the Local Government considering the fact that Arochukwu hosts the LGA head quarters.
· We determinedly lobbied various communication Network companies to extend their services to Arochukwu. Today there is a GSM network effectively working in Arochukwu. Two other networks are at different stages of showing their presence in the town. You can now easily contact people or be contacted and even do your businesses       (local and international) through telephone calls while in your village.
· During our very first NEC meeting held in Abuja in early 2004 we attracted the NDDC commissioner for Abia state to that very important meeting. There he offered to assist Arochukwu in various NDDC initiated development projects such as water scheme, free urban transport bus services for our 2004 All Aro USA Free medical mission, amongst other promises he made.

· Today, Pipe borne Water is being reticulated to many villages in the town by NDDC, Anambra-Imo River Basin Authority and by some other Federal Government Agencies. These were in part made possible by the efforts and contacts of some of our prominent UmuAro and our politicians in Abuja who have also been working with us and who have been very supportive in helping to meet the needs of our people. Our leadership style has always been geared towards getting things done through people. We thank them all.
· Free medical missions from abroad (USA and UK) and even locally are being hosted every year in Arochukwu in collaboration with Nzuko Aro since our assumption of office. This is a program which both the poor and the rich enjoy and appreciate, especially as there is no functional health care service center in Arochukwu today. I hope our state government is listening.
·  We successfully organized All Aro National Conference’s events at Ajalli in Orumba North, Anambra state in 2005.
· Nzuko Aro also played very active role in restoring relative peace in Ajalli community in 2005. We are still working with good number of Ajalli people including their Welfare Union in trying to restore a more sustainable peace in that Aro community.

· We were at All Aro USA summit in Dallas, in 2005 to sell our programs on Aro development strategy. While there, we helped to make peace amongst our brothers and sisters who were quarreling over certain issues that nearly torn them apart. 
· We also made it possible for Eze Eze Agwu to attend that USA summit to represent the Aro Royalty when it had become very difficult for him to make that trip.
· We were able to get Nzuko Aro in Houston to tile the floor of the Eze Aro Palace hall where important Aro visitors are frequently received and meetings held. We had earlier got Ezi Enyi Club to provide some furniture for the palace hall.
· Besides we got Nwamazi Felix Ukpabi, Vice President Grass Root Sports Federation, to tile the floor of Eze Aro’s private residential parlor. He also provided some sets of beautiful royal furniture and curtains to complement it. This has in effect uplifted the image of our Royalty.
· In a working relationship with the same VP Grass Roots Sports Federation, a football competition for our under 23 youths was organized last year for all the villages in Arochukwu. In the final played in December 2005, Amangwu Village team won the championship. Arrangement is on the way for the team to represent the state in a competition that may hold in Abuja later this year. 

· Nzuko Aro successfully organized various activities last year to celebrate the progressive and peaceful ten years reign of His Majesty, Mazi Vincent Ogbonnaya Okoro, CFR, on the throne of Eze Aro. Some Aro people living and dead were recognized and honoured as part of the events.
· Within this time,  Nzuko Aro joyfully entered into a working partnership with the management team of the widely read ARO NEWS for the purpose of ensuring continuity of this laudable project initiated by Nwamazi Azubuike Okoro. It is also our joy that two other news papers (Omu Aro and Aro Ambassador) emerged during our first two years in office to help in providing information and enlightenment to our people. I sincerely thank the founders.
· Obviously, we must thank the Lord our God for choosing this time of our administration to bless Arochukwu with all these good things among others I have not been able to capture here. I sincerely thank all those too numerous to mention who have given their time, money, and contacts in supporting us and in making all these things achievable. I must specially thank Hon. Mao Ohuabunwa for ensuring speedy approval of some of these projects by National Assembly, Mazi Oji Ogbonnaya Oji for providing the necessary links to the Presidency in Aso Rock, and Late Sir Law Maduka (may his soul rest in peace) for constantly reminding Governor Oji Uzor Kalu of the demands Nzuko Aro made to the state government. And finally my  thanks also go to the Aro Royalty and present and past leaders of Nzuko Aro both men and women for their support and prayers.
3..
Mazi, if you were to grade yourself; quality of leadership and performance over 100%; what would your score be?

ANS…… 
You have The Aro Agenda published by us on 14th April, 2004 which contained our promises and our plan of action. I have told you the type of leadership style we employ. I have also told you some of the things we have done so far. You and every one else can now easily score us objectively against those promises we made to the people. We may not have got all the things right, but I am happy with what we have done so far. I do not believe in failure. I believe in success. And God has always been very kind to me, nay to us all.
4. What has been the greatest challenge you had had to face?

ANS..

         It was on how to manage the security situation in Arochukwu when we came in and also how to achieve our set goals with out any money in the purse of the union. Most of our people are not good in contributing money towards development of Arochukwu. Yet those who don’t contribute anything make the worst destructive criticism of ones efforts. Another great challenge was how to get the Amikpe pavilion rebuilt within two weeks to the 2005 Eke ekpe day. The AYA-Arochukwu Youth Association- pulled the old tattered structure down two months earlier with good intention to rebuild it before the 2005 Eke ekpe day. They could not do much because they did not plan well and they had not sufficient money of their own to execute the project within the time limit. Nzuko Aro had to come in to salvage the situation at higher cost and risk by mobilizing funds at very short notice to execute the project to avoid the attendant embarrassment.
5.
As an Aro community activist, how would you assess the impact of Nzuko Aro on Arochukwu development?

ANS.
…. 
          The impact of Nzuko Aro on Arochukwu development projects remains very great. For the past forty years or more Nzuko Aro, (under various names) working with some Aro leaders and politicians, has always been in the fore front in matters impacting on Arochukwu development. The union was actively involved in attracting variuos projects to Arochukwu, namely the old General hospital, Post and Telecom (P&T), NEPA services, building of the Arochukwu Local Government Head Quarters, donating land and construction of some take off buildings for the Abia State College of Education Technical Arochukwu (ASCETA), attracting GSM services, community banking services, road networks and other infrastructures, to mention just a few. Nzuko Aro remains an active pressure group and mobilizing agent for Arochukwu community development.
6.
It is often said that “Aro are difficult to lead; that you don’t lead, you follow them”. With advantage of your experience so far, how true is that assumption?

ANS. 
          It is a time tested truth that for you to be successful in leadership role in Arochukwu, “You must not lord it over the Aro. You must tactfully follow them by constantly dialoging with them”. You don’t force your opinion on the Aro. You don’t brag before them. To succeed you must bend down (not necessarily go down) to the level of the people you are dealing with for them to understand you. Some will appreciate you for what you are doing if you accord them some level of respect, some will hate you no matter what you do for them. The essential thing is to remain focused. They are not actually a difficult people as such but are a special kind of interesting folks who always believe they are what they are. You need a lot of diplomacy, superior logic and prayers to succeed with them.
7. Most Committees you set up at inception have remained inactive. Is this part of the difficulties you’ve had to contend with?

ANS…  

          Well, it is true. But even in governments with all the money available to them, some ministries, some parastatals, and departments may not be as successful as some others. Those unsuccessful ones will always remain a great challenge to the leadership. We face more of such challenges in Nzuko Aro committees more especially when most of them have no money to work with. It is a difficult thing to manage but with time, we will try to restructure them for better performance.       
8.
In Nzuko Aro activities, the woman’s wing (Nzuko Inyom) always pulls more crowds. What is the secret? Are you not bordered?
ANS… 
          I am not bordered at all; rather I am happy and remain motivated by their success in mobilization and organization. Naturally, women are more organized, more fashionable, and more attractive to people than men. Women’s Annual Return events are more fashionable and attractive with a lot of side attractions than ordinary general assembly of Nzuko Aro. They are our wives, our mothers and our sisters who we must always love and who we can hardly say no to invitations to their programs. But when we men invite them to our own events they may be too “busy with our children and other family issues” that they may not have the time to attend. 
9.
One of the Committees you set up in 2005 was specifically for the construction of the Civic Centre. Are you satisfied with the state of that project up to this point? What of the largely inactive political committee given the onset of preparation for 2007 elections?
ANS.

· The civic center committee was initially hampered by lack of fund in our first year in office, but when we had some money for the project, we could not start because the drawings were “missing” for over a year and half. They were later found about two months ago and have been given to Engr. Goddy Ijoma who had volunteered to have a second look at the drawings with a view to produce a more workable plan that will be realizable with out compromising professionalism. 
· The political committee told me that they are planning to organize a political summit this Ikeji period. I believe they will succeed. 
10.
The euphoria that heralded the contract signing and commencement of work on Arochukwu – Ohafia – Umuahia road is fast turning into a disappointment. Why did work stop abruptly soon after it began?
 
ANS…..
        To me, I did not see any disappointment as such. I only see some delay occasioned by the Federal government not releasing money as and when due to the contractor. The important thing is that work is progressing from the Arochukwu side of the project, though at a very slow pace. I believe the next stage which is in process will at least take us to Ugwuakuma. I am also happy with the quality of work done so far. I tell you we monitor these things regularly.
11
Growing state of insecurity in Aro has remained a major source of worry. Could you reappraise the steps you adopted in improving security?

ANS……

The level of insecurity in Aro is a reflection of high level of insecurity in this country today. Political insincerity and distrust coupled with poverty and lack of employment for the youths are at the roots of this evil. This matter is a worrisome issue to every good citizen of this nation.

To mitigate this problem we need the presence of God in our every day life. We must think of how to create jobs for our youths and empower them positively. We have been talking to our young ones to shun evil deeds, making them to realize the potentials in them. We have been encouraging them not to fall prey to the politicians who will want to engage them as political thugs while protecting their own children and relations. We have told our village leaders to constantly monitor the activities of their youths. We encourage various security agencies to help curb the activities of miscreants in Aro. We recommended the setting up of vigilante groups and security task forces in our villages. We have instituted a yearly reward and sanction system for the best and worst security conscious villages in Arochukwu.
12. Mazi, what is the policy thrust of your administration?

ANS……

Our policy thrust is centered on creating opportunities for fast- tracking development of Arochukwu community by actively lobbying the governments to reverse the long neglect of infrastructural development and maintenance in and around Arochukwu.  We are more concerned in mobilizing and getting more of our people informed and involved in Nzuko Aro activities   that will facilitate developments in Aro kingdom. 
13.Is there any plan by Nzuko Aro, All-Aro USA and such other stake-holders to collaborate and build an official residence for the Eze Aro; so that successive monarchs can have a befitting palace?

ANS……

There is no such plan yet. It is our wish because it is a good thing to do. We believe with time, something in that direction will be possible and achievable, if Umu Aro will be committed to it. 

13. As finance expert and entrepreneur, are you satisfied with the pace of development and standard of living in Aro?

ANS…..

No. I am not satisfied. That is why we are in a hurry and urgently needed to have certain infrastructures on ground that would drive economic activities and improve standard of living. Because when our roads are opened up and communication services made available, constant power supply and security also improved; commercial activities and cottage industries will spring up and expand more rapidly; then standard of living of our people will improve. 
15 Are there policies and programs aimed at alleviating poverty and creating jobs in Aro by Nzuko Aro, Politicians, Govts. Etc

ANS…..

Politicians’ and governments’ policies and programs aimed at jobs creation and poverty alleviation are better extracted directly from the governments and the politicians involved. I am not their spokesman. For Nzuko Aro, we have been putting pressures on all levels and tiers of governments including private sector players to create necessary infrastructures, enabling environments and opportunities for wealth and job creation for our people.  We encourage education and right training of our people in various fields of endeavors. We do appeal to our well to do ones to open businesses in Arochukwu and also to help our young ones secure gainful employments in and outside Arochukwu.
16 Your EXCO took some strategic moves by visiting high ranking authorities in Nigeria. What benefits accrued from your delegations to Orji Uzor Kalu (Abia state Gov.) and President Olusegun Obasanjo, respectively?
ANS……

· Precisely, our visits to His Excellency, Governor Oji Uzor Kalu have started yielding some good fruits. For example, before our first visit, Arochukwu had only two permanent secretaries and no commissioner in the employment of the state government. The governor promised us more appointments of our people at top levels and at least a commissioner. This he has reasonably fulfilled. He promised us construction of some urban roads and Arochukwu Ozu- Abam road. Survey works on three urban roads and Aro- Ozu-Abam road have been completed and contracts to execute them awarded. We pray and hope he will support that with real cash backing to enable realization of the projects. He promised us renovation and re equipping of our historic general hospital and some other things we demanded. We are still hopeful that he will fulfill those ones too.
· Our visits to the federal government at Abuja at different levels and at different times were very successful in many respects as various federal government presence and projects in Arochukwu can easily be seen. We are equally hopeful that all the promises we received from Abuja will eventually be fulfilled by the Federal government. Those promises which we secured at Abuja from the presidency have been fully publicized in the past. 

17.
How would you assess relationship between Arochukwu and Aro in Diaspora. How can it be enriched and made more mutually beneficial to all?

ANS……

The relationship is improving but it is not yet as one would wish it to be. That is why some Aro leaders both from home and in Diaspora have been  actively involved in All Aro National Projects, such as All Aro National Conferences and various other events both locally and internationally to sensitise Umu Aro on the need for mutual understanding and co-operation for the purpose of projecting and protecting Aro global interests at all times. We must always remain focused and continue to educate our brothers and sisters every where on the benefits of living apart but always being together in spirit of love and brotherhood. We must be our brothers’ keeper, helping one another in times of need and networking with one another in various fields of endeavors.
18.
The return of peace to Ajalli was greeted by all and sundry. Nzuko Aro under your watch was said to be pivotal to the peaceful resolution of the crisis. What was actually the problem and how was it resolved?

ANS……

· The problems in Ajalli were more than the issues raised initially. The propagated problem was the difference in number and choice of people that were honoured with chieftancy titles by the late Eze Ajalli in March, 2004.The Ajalli Welfare Union, AWU, recommended fewer number of people, but the Eze and Eze in council went ahead and honoured more people than the AWU recommended. However, we later discovered that the main problem hidden behind the whole crisis was the issue of who would occupy the throne of Eze Ajalli when any vacancy occurs.  
· What did Nzuko Aro do? First, we made wider consultations with many people from both sides of the conflicts and collected many facts and evidences from different sources; we then concentrated mainly on resolving most of the problems relating to the award of chieftancy honors of march,2004. We made statements and recommendations that were widely accepted by the Ajalli people on May 21st, 2005. This brought relative peace in Ajalli community that was highly celebrated by the entire Ajalli people and many nearby Aro communities at that time. 
· On the latent critical issue of Eze Ajalli throne, we have carefully recommended that the parties involved seek more clarifications of, and guidance on, certain traditional and historical facts from their ancestral home at Ujari in Arochukwu that will help them resolve what ever misunderstandings that exist.

· The process of achieving enduring peace in Ajalli is therefore still on going with Nzuko Aro is still playing necessary mediating roles towards this laudable goal. 
19.
 What is your EXCO’s strategic plan for crisis which intermittently erupt in Aro settlements such as the present calamity of Aro Obuoro community, Umuahia?

ANS……

We shall continue to seek strategic alliance with our kits and kin in Diaspora with a view to achieving enduring peace in all Aro Diaspora communities amongst other strategic objectives. We encourage our people in Diaspora to unite in love and in peace so as to able to resist any external aggression aimed at disorganizing them. The tested Aro diplomacy in conflict resolutions must always be employed at all times.
20.
The President of All –Aro, USA, Mazi David Iphie in the last interview with Aro News complained about lukewarm attitude and lack of interest by some elites and other stakeholders in Aro towards the medical mission. Don’t you think this is very unfortunate, if it is true, considering the huge impact of the medical mission on the health needs of our people?

ANS……..

Well, it is unfortunate if that statement was ever made by my brother, David Iphie. I believe he must have been misquoted.
All I know is that majority of our people are indeed very happy with all the free medical missions held in Aro so far, more especially as there is no functional government medical facilities in Arochukwu as of today. Most of our community leaders and some of our medical professionals are always at hand to volunteer assistance.
21.
You are quite a busy person, how do you unwind?

ANS….

By the special grace of God, I relax with my family at any available time and watch football games on TV. I pray regularly and attend fellowships and church programs. I also attend social functions and moderately drink my red wine like Turning Leaf and Carlo Rossi when necessary. I like having fun with good friends around.
22. Do you intend to run for another three-year term or will you “step aside” come Xmas?

ANS…..

There is no question of running or stepping aside when the issue of serving my people is concerned especially when our old time motivators like Prof Okoro Ijoma, Prof. Oji Umozurike, Elder Nkemdirim, Elder Ukwu Udonsi, Col A. O. Eze, etc. are still active in service of Aro community.  So there may be nothing to run for. The position is unpaid for. Community services are purely selfless services. In or out of office, as it has always been with me, I will continue to render selfless services to Aro and to the humanity, giving back to my community what God has given to me freely. 
23. News is rife that one of your cardinal objectives is to build lasting structures for Nzuko Aro. Hence, people readily point at the recent acquisition of Aro News and joint venture deal with private investors. What is the true position on this matter?   

ANS……….

You and the people are right. We aim at projects that have mass appeal and those that are more enduring in nature like Aro News joint venture deal that will continue to tell our stories many years after we must have left office. You may look at some of the other projects we motivated such as the palace furnishing, the various infrastructural developments going on in Aro today, the face of Amaikpe pavilion, the Amoba village PEACE Restoration that is very close in sight after over twenty years of their being in courts due to communal land crisis, amongst other enduring projects we have embarked on. They will continue to speak for us for a long time to come.
24. Mazi, any word for the out-going management team of Aro News newspaper as it celebrates 10 years of community-wide journalism, unbroken commitment and selfless service to Aro Okeigbo?

ANS…….

Yes. I want to thank them for the great sacrifices they all made towards the growth and sustenance of Aro News all these years. I am quite convinced that history will not forget any of them for their unbroken commitment, selfless services and contributions to their fatherland. I urge them to still remain active in rendering selfless services to Aro-Okeigbo and in contributing more to the future of Aro News even now in different capacities. 
25. Is it true that Nzuko has launched a website in collaboration with the pioneer management team of Aro News? How can it be accessed?

ANS………

Yes. It is true. You can easily access it by logging unto: www.aronewsonline.com.  I encourage everyone to access it regularly for regular up to date information on Aro issues and other current affairs.          
26. Its nice talking to you sir. Thanks for your time.

    ANS…..

Thank you too and may God bless you.
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