VALEDICTORY SYMPOSIUM 
Ten Years Of Non-Stop Publishing: Aro News Example  

Part 1

It’s now ten years since the Aro News first hit the newsstand. It’s a feat worth celebrating. This thinking is justified when one considers the factors which could have rendered all the efforts puerile. One of such is simply high cost of publishing. This factor has seen to the demise of many a journal; or keeping not a few more in the vaults of mere pipe dreams.

In spite of all odds Aro News has for a decade weathered the storm. At no time did it not come out as at when due. This alone is worth commending and celebrating. Aro News achievements go without saying. They simply are there for all to see; verify and attest to.

Aro News has become synonymous with Aro-remaining at the vanguard of the fight for the protection of its integrity and right; and the emancipation of the people from poverty, ignorance and disease.

Aro News in the past ten years through its agenda setting roles placed Aro issues on the front burners of national and international discourse.

· Throwing up issues of great importance to the public domain for discussions, information and education.

· Through its concern for the propagation of Aro culture and tradition grey areas have been illuminated and better understanding achieved especially by non-indigenes including Aro in Diaspora.

· Aro News has championed issues bordering on poverty alleviation, food security, education, primary health care, sport and youth development, traditional institutions and culture, tourism, job creation, industrialization, social amenities and so many other crucial issues too numerous to mention.

We are happy and proud that the effort and advocacy paid off. Happy that structures have been put in place for Aro News to succeed and endure for generations to come. Also happy that Aro News just like the Omu Aro wrapper, the Amaikpe square, and such other institutions has become an integral property of Arochukwu; one of the things by which Aro is simply identified. That alone encapsulates the dream spurred by the determination of the founding publisher, Mazi Azubike Okoro, and all the other stakeholders in the Aro News project.

As Nzuko Aro, takes full control of the publishing of Aro News as form January 2007, it is the hope of the founding fathers that the vision, drive and style with which Aro News uplifted Aro-Okeigbo in the past ten years would be sustained and even surpassed to the greater glory and development of Aro. It’s our hope that Aro News shall remain a voice of the people; always championing good causes; remaining objective and on the side of truth, reason, justice and objectivity. A beacon of hope, even in times and climes devoid of hope; a shining light dissipating ignorance; and upholding knowledge as the master key to the store house of the people’s fortunes and prosperity. We give God the glory as Aro News clocks ten in community service. 

Part 2

The curtain falls with this editorial, thus, bring to a fitting close, an era.  It also marks the beginning of another. For ten long years Mazi Azubike Okoro and his team have blazed a trail in community service via journalism. It’s only proper that we pause a while to salute their courage, union, uncommon love for their people and deep sense of community. We equally salute the pioneer editor, Mazi Ben Ezumah for the rare talent, creative gusto and intellect brought to bear on the crusade to uplift Aro in every sphere through the power of the pen, generating awareness, intellectual discourse, dispassionate appraisals, dialectical analysis and postulations of our collective problems. All with a view to finding common solutions and better life for our people. We thank Prof. Chris Aniche Okorafor, our editorial consultant, for his illuminating thesis and dissertations accentuated by uncommon insight and intellect - he is no doubt an intellectual giant, a great and worthy Aroman. This is the trinity that kept the dream alive, even at times when it appeared futile and inconceivable continuing on an apparent long, tortuous and unrewarding enterprise. Then, each copy of Aro News that came back unsold and many did, seemed more like an indictment on all. First, on the team to take a second look at the entire vision and, second on a community that is a bit too hard to please; where passivity is more like a popular culture. Looking back now, inspite of all odds, Aro is better off. Aro News filled a yearning vacuum. There is no issue worth discussing on Aro that hasn’t been dispassionately discussed at Aro News from politics, economy, science and technology, culture, education, tradition, enterprise, industry, medicine, health, Agriculture, youths, sports and so on. Aro News has the largest repertoire and data base on Arochukwu anywhere in the world. Aro News brought educating seminal insight into each sphere. We set agenda for issues inexorably intertwined with continued survival of Aro society. We provided the platform for discourse, exchange of ideas, emergence of Aro intelligentsia and molding of informed opinion. When peace became a scarce commodity among the trio of Eze Aro, Eze Eze Agwu and Eze Ibom Isii, so much so that state affairs such as Eke Ekpe began to suffer as a result of the heated distractions. Aro News first broke the news item and helped broker peace via its veritable platform which made ventilation of grievances easier.

The fostering of peace and understanding has always been the hallmark of the Aro News vision and enterprises in the past years. We drew attention to areas of great need: roads, electricity, water supply improved standard of living, primary health care, security of life and property, quality life and happiness of generality of our people; these are issues exhaustively tackled and no doubt some level of success was recorded in each sector. However, ten years on we are saddened that not much progress has been made on Arochkwu roads-both internally and externally. We are worried by the fact that the hopes raised with the award of contract for the construction of Arochukwu-Ohafia-Bende-Umuahia road are fast turning to gross disappointment and betrayal of trust. The federal ministry of works, the contractor and Aro political elites should as a matter of urgency clarify some of the issues that led to stoppage of work on the road soon after commencement. Furthermore, it is disheartening to note that inspite of repeated calls by Aro News for Nzoko Aro to restart and finish work on the civic centre, Oror and the construction of a benefiting palace for the Eze Aro stool that absolutely nothing has been done in these directions. These two projects are integral to Aro’s development and progress. The problem borders more on lack of will than financial resources. We therefore, call on Nzuko once again to offer quality leadership towards the realization of those two lofty goals

Political Re-alignment/Education

Aro has always suffered grievous harm politically as it has always acted at variance with governors of various regimes on  the old Imo state and  now Abia. During Mbakwe’s regime, Aro aligned with NPN at national level whereas Imo State was NPP state. Thus, Aro lost whatever   attention, largesse, or dividends that ought to have accrued to it naturally from the state. In this dispensation, Aro undoubtedly lost out in Oji Uzor Kalu’s government in more ways than one. Reasons for this sad situation, many say, border on personal hatred, base sentiments and personality clash involving some officials at Unuahia and some elements back home. Whatever it is Aro has been put at gross disadvantage in the past seven and a half years. So much so that it is difficult to name a single amenity that is situate in Aro, which is traceable to Oji Uzor Kalu’s government. Nothing. The lesson from all this  is simple; in a primitive political system as we operate in our society where patronage or government’s attention  is directly linked to voting patterns, party loyalty and such other primordial considerations, Aro ought to play its political card wisely especially as 2007 elections approach. We must vow never again to be bystanders in a political game we are all stakeholders.

The Future; the New Vision:

As this Aro News team withdraws from active participation in the day to day running of Aro News so as to give way to another team; we do so with deep sense of responsibility and belief that it is in Aro’s greater interest. The change of baton is simply to allow us time, energy and other vital resources to run Aro News international; that is www.aronewsonline.com. We believe that having raised the standard to where it is locally, now, it is only worthy that we take Aro to the world stage- via the internet. Aro deserves to be known, seen and heard internationally. This can’t happen unless we take our views to where they ought to be taken. Instead of severance of service, it’s actually a continuation; as responsible leaders, we have done all that is necessary to make sure that Aro News hard copy survives  and continues to serve our local and national audience. Nzuko Aro having taken over and assumed its rightful role as publisher; there couldn’t be a better way of doing it in the circumstance. It will now appoint and supervise a team that would jointly partner with it to ensure that the strong foundation already laid is built upon. All is well that ends well. We thank Mazi Emma kanu Ivi, President-General, Nzuko Aro and his team that worked tirelessly in concert with us to sustain the Aro News project. Indeed, we are all making history by our positive actions today. As the curtain falls on this era, let a new era, re-charged and emboldened by its illustrious past emerge and flourish to the glory of God and Aroland for all eternity. 

Eze Ogo Ugwuavor’s New Found Belief As Affront 

On Aro Culture And Tradition

Few weeks ago, the Eze Ogo of Ugwuavor in bouts of newly found Apostolic frenzy publicly burnt cultural totems, traditional mask, ancient accoutrements, symbols, relics and such other priceless artefacts belonging to Ugwuvor. His reason was that as a reluctant custodian of the community’s cultural heritage his continuing to play such as role was inconsistent with his new religious zest and belief. Thus, as a standard bearer of the community he chose to vacate that responsibility by desecrating the land itself. While we have no quarrel with the Eze Ogo on the right to exercise his religious belief, Aronews however frowns at the way and manner he has chosen to go about it. There is something absolutely wrong in this zealous exhibitionist approach to religion. Modern religion and culture are not mutually exclusive as they remain integral part of every human society. Culture, no matter how background is dynamic and so subject to change. Two options were open to the Eze Ogo as a traditional ruler in the matter but he chose the dangerous extreme perhaps with an eye on the cheap popularity the exercise might garner for him. One was to lead in the modernization of some aspects of our culture and tradition. Or resign his position as the Eze Ogo, knowing full well that he couldn’t serve God and Mammon at the same time. He never did either of those options, and we are forced to conclude as follows: That his action was done is extreme, bad taste! It smacked of gross irresponsibility and irrationality for a community leader of the status of Eze Ogo. That his action brought the entire Aro Community, nay Ugwuavor to utter disrepute and opprobrium. That man cannot contend for God Almighty on some of there issues goes without saying. Or why is Islamism still expanding? Odinala or Omenala was there before the arrival of modern Christian religion and shall remain till the close of age. Culture and religion compliment each other for peace and continuous harmony in human society but unfortunately the jaundiced eyes of the iconoclast and the Pentecostal zealot may never benefit from incontrovertible wisdom. Hence, the mess we now have in our hands at Uguavor. To Okpankpo Aro; let propitiations commence immediately to remedy this mindless and unwarranted desecration of our land. 

St. Thomas Amuvi Attains Parish Status

By Azubike Okoro

St. Thomas Catholic Church, Amuvi which hitherto operated as an Out-Station has become a full parish under the diocese of Umuahia. This was sequel to the ceremony of 2nd January, 2006 when His Lordship, the bishop pf Umuahia diocese, Most Rev. Dr. Lucius Iwejuru Ugorji blessed and dedicated the new church and proclaimed its parish status in line with established Catholic principles. Since June 13th, 1990 when St. Theresa’s Parish, Amankwu was created out of St. Paul’s Parish, Ututu, St. Thomas Catholic Church, Amuvi existed as an out-station under St. Theresa’s parish. The Amuvi Station whose history commenced with the building of the first primary school in the community in 1955, St. Thomas Primary School; overtime became a vibrant community with potentials for greatness. It was equally blessed with the services of several dynamic Revered Fathers whose efforts greatly impacted on its historic growth and development. The commendable work of the pioneers culminated in the purchase of a permanent site and erection of a modest church building. However, in the late 1990s, it became obvious that the capacity of the church needed to be expanded and the building modernized to reflect current architectural designs. Furthermore, the building of a presbytery was identified to be very significant in this process as residency of a priest is a condition precedent to granting of parish status. Actual re-building program of the church, including purchase of a plot of land for the presbytery, started in 2001. Since then, the church tasked itself and availed the goodwill of numerous benefactors to realize both an ultra modern church building with full compliment of a baptistery, chapel of adoration, etc and a Reverend Father’s house. The Church Building Committee got a tall order from the Local Church Council so worked relentlessly to actualize the dream. The tempo of activities took an upward swing with the arrival of Rev. Fr Hyacinth Kalu as Parish Priest in May 2002. Following the significant efforts made at completing the entire project, the parish priest initiated a program of dedication of the church in October 2005 to further motivate the community towards finishing the remaining work. Accordingly, he constituted a six-member Central Coordinating Committee with two major terms of reference – to complete all outstanding works at the church and presbytery including internal furnishing and to plan, organize and execute a befitting dedication ceremony on Monday January 2nd, 2006. The Committee mapped out elaborate strategies and partnered with individuals and groups to meet the objectives. The event proper commenced with the arrival of His Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. Lucuis Iwejuru Ugorji, the Bishop of Umuahia diocese at about 9.00am on Monday 2nd January, 2006. His entry into Amuvi community and the church premises was heralded by 12 gun salutes each. Thereafter, the bishop led a procession of about 50 priests, 20 Rev. Sisters, Knights of the church, choir, etc into the church. VIP re-carpet treatment was accorded the bishop as he was made to walk to the alter on a special George wrapper which was laid as carpet. The main ceremony was broken into various phases namely: - Dedication of the new church, Celebration of the Eucharist, Declaration of St. Thomas as a parish, Blessing of the presbytery, Reception ceremony and Dinner party with the bishop. After the dedication rites, the bishop in the new church, assisted by the priests, celebrated the Eucharist. Thereafter, the bishop invited the priest that led the visitation panel that critically appraised St. Thomas Catholic Church with a view to upgrading it to a parish to publicly present its verdict. The priest gave the community 95% pass mark on merit on the basis what they saw during their last visit. He also confirmed that the only two outstanding issues – parish car and arrangement for the feeding of the parish priest but for which it would have awarded 100%, were seriously promised to be provided as at dedication date. On the strength of the result, the bishop made an official declaration and proclaimed St. Thomas Amuvi a PARISH. He also immediately announced the appointment of Rev. Fr. Mathew Kalu, hitherto Assistant Parish priest of St. Theresa’s parish, Amankwu, as the pioneer priest. This was followed by loud ovation and jubilation, thanksgiving procession by the congregation led by the parish priest, 12 gun salutes, special thanksgiving by the Dedication Committee, sounding of the bell, etc. The formal blessing of the presbytery was also performed by the bishop. Thereafter, the house was officially declared open. Sir Goddy Aniche, KSM, chaired the reception function. In attendance were the bishop, Most Rev. Dr. L I Ugorji, priests and Rev. Sisters and numerous special guests including the president-general, Nzuko Arochukwu, Mazi E K O Ivi, Mrs. O J Nnanna who represented her husband and Eze Ogo, Amuvi, Mazi T N Okoroji. The Chairman, Central Coordinating Committee, Engr. Goddy Ijeomah presented a welcome address which apprised the audience of the history of the church building/dedication projects. He equally acknowledged the tremendous support offered the new parish by His Lordship during the preparation stages, credited the parish priest of the mother parish, Amankwu, Fr Hyacinth Kalu for his dogged efforts that ensured the realization of the parish status. Furthermore, he alluded to some outstanding jobs in the parish and requested the assistance of all to ensure that the new parish becomes firmly established. Finally, Engr. Ijeomah thanked every person that worked hard thereby made the event possible. He also requested for effort to be geared towards acquiring the adjoining land for the church to enable it build hall for meetings as the church can no longer be used as such with the Blessed Sacrament therein. Various dance troupes and musical bands including the popular traditional Ojojo dance presented by the Home Branch entertained the audience. Donations and goodwill messages to the new parish were received from several personalities. The occasion rounded-off with heavy eating and drinking and a vote of thanks which was given by the Secretary, Central Coordinating Committee, Mazi Azubike Okoro. Later same day, a restricted audience had dinner with the bishop at the presbytery at about 7pm to formally end the occasion. In attendance were the bishop, reverend fathers, Knights of the church, the Dedication Committee, leaders of CWO, CMO, Choir and some pious societies, Eze Ogo, Ezinnas, etc. The bishop used the opportunity to thank the community for its enviable efforts at evangelization and development of the faith. He advised on ways to make the parish viable such that both the religious and laity would optimize the benefits of a parish status. Questions bordering on the relationship between the parish and the diocese, investment issues, etc were raised to which he provided answers. To the glory of God, on Monday 2nd January 2006, St. Thomas Catholic Church, Amuvi, Arochukwu became a full-fledged parish under the Diocese of Umuahia, thus commenced journey with distinct identity in the universal church of Christ under the Holy See. According to the Dedication Committee Chairman, Engr. Goddy Ijeoma, we shall remain grateful to God for this special gift of our time especially for finding ourselves worthy to witness the epoch event. Professor Chris Aniche Okorafor, a stauch member of the Dedication Committee/Coordinator, Enugu Zone noted that the event the event marked a watershed in the growth of the church in the community, especially given its very humble beginning. The Secretary, Dedication Committee, Mazi Azubike Okoro observed that the successes recorded were indicative of what potentials and possibilities that lay ahead. 
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Synopsis:
Beleaguered by diseases and susceptible to sickness, humanity has always been solicitous about health and healing. Hence in every human society the care of the sick has the pride of place. Even the Church is deeply concerned not only with the supernatural destiny, but also with the earthly predicament of human race. She devotes herself, therefore, to a healing ministry in which the care of the sick is of paramount importance. This concern calls for a scientific study of healing in the Church's mission. In this book the author exposes the nature of the healing ministry of the Church as it is practiced both in Europe and Africa, but with particular reference to the Igbo Society of Nigeria. He analyses the different methods practiced, and offers measures to arrest certain irregularities that have emerged in healing ministry among the Igbos. In doing this, he remains faithful to the revered tradition of the Church Contents: The Igbos and their understanding of life - Understanding of health and healing - Conception of suffering and sickness in the light of European culture - Basis and challenges for an inculturated pastoral care of the sick - Some pastoral abuses in the healing ministry. About the author(s)/editor(s) 
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