ROYAL INTERVIEW

As HRH Eze Ibom Isii XVII, Eze (Dr) Kanu Nwa-Kanu and the Ibom Isii kindred celebrate ten years on the throne of the incumbent Xmas 2006; our correspondent (Special Projects)Ohiaeriwa Ogbonnaya Okoro (aka George Jacob Okoro) spoke with the celebrant on issues that characterized his first decade on the throne. Here are excerpts.
Q: This is your 10th year on the throne as Eze Ibom Isii, how has it been?
A:  It is not an easy task to be on the throne. There are always good and bad sides. Life is full of good and bad. In my first two years, there were problems because of the way people understood me. They thought I wanted to introduce a system that would be different for some of our people, some of our important personalities. Secondly, people thought I would be part of the old system. As a youngman I was convinced that I would pursue a system that is purely Aro, real Aro. Thirdly, I was then finding it difficult to interact with them, fellow Okpankpo members. I did not want to harm anybody or make anybody inferior. Any problem that confronted me was with the other members of the Aro troika - the Nna ato. We misunderstood one another. This resulted in frequent disagreement and squabbles. Thank God, these initial problems have been corrected, our relations now are cordial based on mutual respect and co-operation.
Q: Being an Eze Ibom Isii, what does this status mean to you, to Ibom Etiti, to Ibom Isii, and to Aro in general?
A: It is a hereditary stool from Eze Akuma Nnubi of which I am his descendent. And being Eze Ibom Isii has a big function, a big role to play. Eze Ibom Isii is one of the fathers of Aro kingdom. Normally I sit by the right hand of Eze Aro. It is a big honour in the scheme of things in Aro. 
I hope you realize that being Eze Ibom Etiti, I am automatically Eze Ibom Isii. My function is to see to the promotion of peace and unity in my kindred. To see to the promotion of Aro culture, Aro sovereignty. As an Eze Ibom Isii, my function include maintaining peace, unity and linkage with our people in Diaspora aimed at bringing them back home, or at least to continue to maintain close relations with us here at home. My role in Aro as Eze Ibom Isii includes crowning any Eze Aro, maintaining Aro customs and traditions. I am automatically a member of all three Aro administrative council.

Q: What is your relationship with Eze Aro like now?
A: Cordial, we are working hand in hand: at Okpankpo, we the Nnato (Aro Troikpa) do meet from time to time, apart from meeting at Okpankpo, we also meet at local government traditional ruler’s council.
Q: Do you believe in the concept of Nnato?
A: Yes!

Q: Why?
A: It was not established today. Akuma Nnubi, Nnachi and Agwu Nnobia were the founding fathers of Aro. They established and promoted the Nnato concept because they strongly felt and believed it was necessary to do so.

Q: Would you prefer an Okpankpo exclusive of Eze Ogos?
A: That is what it is supposed to be. But remember the three kindred chairmen are also members of Okpankpo: that of Ibom Isii is secretary to the Okpankpo; that of Ezeagwu, the treasurer; and that of Okennachi the spokesman for Okpankpo; each of them is adviser to his kindred head.

Q: How do you rate the quality of the present Okpankpo members?
A: We are trying our best. It is not easy. None of us is being paid. We make peace. I will score Okpankpo members 70% in solid achievements. Overall we see that things go smoothly in Aro kindom. But the truth must be told that some of us do not have support at home. It is sad that after presenting you as Eze Ogo, the same people abandon you to your fate without support.

Q: Do the Eze Ogos really have a grip upon their villagers?
A: Majority of them are mere representatives of their Eze Ogo. The representative capacity weakens the persons at both village and Okpankpo, for they are naturally faced with constraints.
Q: Do you still demand for an Ibom Isii autonomous community?
A: Ibom Isii is an autonomous community created by our forefathers. Even the villages are autonomous. If they are doing anything and they do not invite you, you don’t go there. Even the title “Eze” used every where now in Igboland was borrowed from us Aro. Even the autonomous community concept and practice was also borrowed from us Aro because we created local autonomous communities through the agency of Otusi Aro-Okigbo.
And so what type of autonomous community do we want from government when our forefathers, the founding fathers of Aro kingdom, had right from the cradle created our own autonomous communities. I mean right from Eze Aroship of Akuma Nnubi.

Q: Could the problems that attracted an imposition of fine against you have been avoided?
A: When I ascended the throne, they thought that I did no know the system, mistaking my youthful age and my return from abroad. And remember, three of us Nnatos must decide an issue before carrying it out. And so they ignored these, doing things without consulting me. They came to Ibom to put Ekpe Aro injunctions. I refused, arguing that I must be consulted before such a thing was done. The quarrel and my refusal brought me head-on with Aro, and consequently the fine. The mistake has since been corrected. I am now being consulted as circumstances warrant.
Q: What is your concept and vision of Aro Monarchy?
A: Aro monarchy comprises Eze Aro, Eze Ibom Isii, Eze Eze Agwu, Eze Ogos. Aro monarchy is very highly respected because of the history behind it. After all, Aro monarchy is a shared responsibility, a division of labor long enunciated and practiced even before Adam Smith propounded his economic theory of division of labor. It is this division of labor that promoted the idea of sphere of influence (mbia)
Q: What is your vision of Aro in general – at home, abroad and Diaspora.
A: An Aro person is a promising human being by nature and by God. Any Aro person is blessed by God for now or the future. If you are not rich today, you will be rich tomorrow; yourself or your children or your close relatives. There is no household today in Aro that cannot boast of a rich person or a potential rich person. An Aro man is a proud man, whether rich or poor. Whatever he touches, he prospers whether in the public or private sector.

Q: Your relationship with Eze Otusi?
A: Cordial.

Q: Could you expatiate on your working relations with Eze Otusi, Aro Okigbo?
EZE IBOM ISII: Eze Otusi Aro Okigbo, his functions are for all Aro. My own functions cover the entire Ibom Isii, having four Otusi under my overall headship. Both of us as Eze Otusi-Aro-Okigbo and Eze Otusi Ibom Ibom Isii, respectively, co-operate on routine basis. We enjoy close relationship.
Q: Aro News understands that your tenth year anniversary will be an unprecedented razzmatazz here in Arochukwu.
A: The news is real. It will be a very big occasion. It will attract Ibom Isii in Diaspora. It will also attract even those outside the country, it will attract government functionaries. It will attract Aro and non Aro alike. It will be unique. It is Ibom Isii kindred that is sponsoring and organising it, a befitting ceremony for an Ezeship that has powerful and impressive history behind.
Q: Any chieftaincy tittles on that day?
A: No! Aro does not award chieftaincy titles! But we Aro do recognize and appreciates service and merit.

Q: As part of your 10th year anniversary, will you enliven Ibom welfare union again?
A: Ibom welfare union will be resuscitated. It will be alive again. It will be active again. Ibom Central Executive will be elected before Easter – that is, there will be election before Easter. Meanwhile the affairs of the union are being presently managed by a caretaker committee headed by Mazi Kanu Okafor Uwa.
Q: Your Highness, going through your CV, you appear to have been reading these past years.
A: Yes! 

Q: Your areas of interest? 

A: I was trained by the Nigerian Printing and Minting Company Limited for seven years; equivalent to a B.Sc degree programme. Some of the courses include Store Management, Accounting and Data Processing. That is why I shifted my interest to Accounting. I am presently reading Accounting, and have an HND. And by 2009 I will hopefully obtain a Masters degree.

Q: How have you been combining serious academic work with the all-consuming rigours of governance?
A: Anytime you come to my palace, you will always see me reading books. It does not prevent me from performing my duties as Eze. Remember traditional governance, and indeed all forms of governance, is not strictly a twenty four hours affairs.

Q: How did you work up yourself to become a storekeeper in charge of currency at the Nigerian Printing and Minting Company?
A: God’s Work. God’s Blessing. God’s mandate. We were six trained together. Even those who were my senior were not opportuned to be promoted as I was. And this enabled me to head the currency unit for almost ten years. There were routine checks and balances – weekly and annual; daily production activities and stocktaking, etc.
Q: Your highness, what exactly could you be celebrating. Could this be part and parcel of Xmas showmanship?
A: Point blank, I am celebrating my achievements as Eze Ibom Isii for the past ten years. Am using the occasion to also thank the Almighty God through our Aro ancestors. And to thank Ibom Isii and Aro in general for their goodwill, understanding and corporation. And at the same time, to thank the State government for offering me the opportunity to serve my own people and Abia State. As for my achievements, I can make the following modest claims:

1. Peace has been restored within Ibom Isii villages, except Amukwa

2. The government of Abia State’s recognition and gazetting Eze Ibom Isii as a traditional ruler in Abia State.

3. Building my royal palace whose cost is estimated at Fifteen Million Naira (#15m).

4. Sustained efforts to guarantee law and order, peace and security in Ibom Isii Villages.

5. I have with other members of Okpankpo guaranteed peace, security and stability in Aro.

6. I have with other members of Okpankpo promoted peace and cordial relations with our neighbors.

7. I have accelerated and sustained contacts and communications with our people in Diaspora.

8. I have with fellow Okpankpo members’ sustained promotion of our culture; and encouraged and stressed the tourist potentials of Ibom Isii and Aro in general.

9. I have with the cooperation of other Okpankpo members assisted various levels of government to bring governance to the people at the grass root.
10. I have with the cooperation of other members of Okpankpo helped to implement government policies and programs.

Q: Your Highness, how would you want to be addressed?
A: HRH Eze Dr. Kanu Nwa Kanu, Eze Ibom Isii XVII

Q: Your Highness, thank you, accept our congrats on your 10th coronation Anniversary.
A: Thank you.
PAGE  
1

