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1. Prof (Mrs) OC Nwana, (Convener)
2. Prof T N Kanno,
3. Dr Azubuike Okoro 
4. Dr. Orji O Orji 

1. Mazi Ernie Onwumere  (Convener),

2. Dr Azubuike Okoro,
3. Mazi Eugene Okey Imuoh.
4. Mazi Ugo Okoro

1. Mazi EKO Ivi (Convener)
2. Barr. Chijioke Orji
3. DIG. Ivy Okoronkwo rtd 
4  Dr. Kanu Ohuche 
5. Lady Bright Elekwa

1. Mazi George Uwazurike, (Convener)

2. Dr. Uche Eni
3. Prof Joseph Nwankwo 
4. Dr Nnennaya Onoh
5. Mr Maxwell Ogbonnaya 
and twenty other members of Abakaliki branch.

SUB-COMMITTEE ON PAPERS

CONTACT/PUBLICITY SUB-COMMITTEE 

FUND RAISING SUB-COMMITTEE 

LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE

To break down the theme into sub-themes and liaise with presenters.

•   To handle pre and post event publicity as well as subsequent publications.
•   To contact dignitaries for the event.

•   To mobilize funds for the hosting of the 5th AANC in Abakaliki.
•   To source funds for the publishing of the proceedings: Volume 5 of the ‘Building on the Debris of a Great Past'
     
     

• To organise the conference in conjunction with the AANC Main Committee.

As announced

SUB-COMMITTEE ON ENTERTAINMENT
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a     Arts and  Socio-Cutural Development 
b     Politics  and  Governance  
       Education and  Human  Development  
d     Business & Entrepreneurship

a      Resurgence of Civilization 
b      Potentials Within  Network  of Diaspora
c      Harnessing Abundant  Human Capital 
        in Diverse Countries & Markets

a     Identity Crisis 
b     Hostile Neighbours
       Loss of Prestige  among the neighbouring  
       communities
d     Economic Challenges &Hardships

c

c

Contributions of Aro women  to the 
Development of South-eastern Nigeria

1. Legacies

3. Prospects/Way Forward

2. Challenges/Pains

4. Gender issues

ABAKALIKI 2020 
SUB-THEMES
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On behalf of Umu Aro and Nzuko Arochukwu 
World Wide �NAWW� Men and Women, it is my 
honour to convey to this distinguished 
gathering of Umu Aro the felicitations of His 
Majesty, Eze Aro of Arochukwu Kingdom, Dr. 
Vincent Ogbonnaya Okoro, CFR, Eze Ogos and 
Ezes of all Arochukwu Communities, too 
numerous to mention.

It is a great delight that we are converged in 
Abakaliki, the beautiful capital city of Ebonyi 
State after a nine-year interregnum of holding 
the All Aro National Conference �AANC�. The 
�th AANC comes nine years after the �th 
Conference, to rekindle the bond among Umu 
Aros worldwide. It would be recalled that the 
last AANC was held on ��th May, ����, in 
Owerri, the capital of Imo State. Therefore, on 
behal f  of  the regal  leaderships  of  a l l 
Arochukwus, NAWW Men and Women, I convey 
p r o f o u n d  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h i s  u n i q u e 
revitalisation and rejuvenation of the umbilical 
cord of all Aros in Nigeria and in the Diaspora. 

The theme of the �th National Conference: �The 
Aro and the Development of South Eastern 
Nigeria: Legacies, Pains and Prospects� 
e l u c i d ate s  t h e  b o u n d l e s s  Aro c h u k w u 
K ingdom, enunciat ing i ts  st rength in 
diplomacy, peace and conflict resolution, 
trade, agriculture, adjudication, political, 
economic and cultural forte. The convergence 
of Umu Aro indicates the immense importance 
and value placed on the rich culture and 
tradition of our Kingdom and shows the desire 
to preserve them for generations to come. Our 
legacies must remain our treasure which the 
elders must handover to the next generation of 
leaders for conservation.

On behalf of all Umu Aro, I most respectfully 
express our gratitude to the National Executive 

Committee of the AANC under the eminent 
leadership of Professor Emeritus, Mazi Okoro 
Ijoma, Ugwu Aro, Chairman Body of Patrons of 
NAWW and his team of equals for putting 
together a convivial and congenial valedictory 
Conference after over two decades at the helm 
of affairs of AANC. Your love for Arochukwu 
found expression in your fervent service to the 
Kingdom, even up to this day. 

I welcome on-board the assemblage of a new 
ebullient AANC leadership under the headship 
of Mazi �Pharm�Sam Ohuabunwa; UgwuAro, 
Ugbo Oma, former President General of NAWW, 
National President of the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Nigeria �PSN�, the first convener of 
the AANC and his team, endowed with 
prodigious intellect. Former Presidents General 
of Nzuko Arochukwu are greatly eulogised for 
nourishing the AANC to date. I express our 
deep gratitude to the Local Organising 
Committee �LOC� of the �th AANC for a good 
job in ensuring the comfort of conferees. The 
hosting of the AANC in Abakaliki is in fulfilment 
o f  c o n s e n s u s  r e a c h e d  a t  t h e  O w e r r i 
Conference, an insignia of honour.

On behalf  of  H is  Majesty,  Dr.  Vincent 
Ogbonnaya Okoro, CFR, and executive 
members of NAWW, Men and Women, I have 
the privilege to enjoin all Aros to ensure that 
peace and unity exist amongst us and our 
neighbours. This get-together is unique as it 
offers the opportunity to bequeath the mantle 
of leadership to a new National Executive of 
AANC. I also wish to express His Majesty�s 
wishes of best outcomes through conflate of 
ideas that will engender peace and progress in 
the Kingdom world over.

May the good Lord grant all of us journey 
mercies to our various destinations, in Jesus 
name, AMEN.
Thank you.
        
Mazi George Okoronkwo Ezuma, Ugwuaro 
President-General, Nzuko Aro World Wide

�.

�.

�.

�.

�.

�.

�.
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Welcome Address
By the President-General, Nzuko Arochukwu Worldwide
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On the occasion of the �th All Aro National 
Conference, Abakaliki, Ebonyi State, 
Saturday ��th March, ����



Another intellectual harvest is in the horizon. It is 
that season when the Aro introspectively 
examine their heritage and how it is impacting 

the present with a view to preparing for the future. It is 
the �th edition of the All Aro National Conference. This 
unique masquerade will be on full display on Saturday, 
Afor, ��th March, ���� at the International Conference 
Centre, in the historic town of Abakiliki, Ebonyi State, a 
state  that  has  witnessed so much posit ive 
transformation in the last few years. Indeed, Ebonyi 
has become a poster state showcasing the correlation 
between democracy and development while 
highlighting the role of focused leadership in attaining 
group goals and progress.

With the theme �The Aro and the development of 
South-Eastern Nigeria: Legacies, Pains and Prospects� 
the conference will feature key resource persons 
including Chairman, Aro National Conference, Mazi 
Okoro Ijoma, Distinguished Professor and Scholar of 
Aro and Igbo History and Culture. Others include Mazi 
Sam Ohuabunwa, MaziKanuIvi, Professor Paul 
Ugboaja, Professor Joseph Nwankwo, Professor T.N. 
Kanu, Dr. Kanu Ohuche, Dr. Orji Ogbonnaya Orji and 
Mazi Ohiaerinwa Ogbonnaya Okoro.
His Majesty, Eze Ogbonnaya Okoro, CFR, the Eze Aro of 
Arochukwu Kingdom and Mazi George Ezuma, the 
President General of Nzuko Arochukwu Worldwide, 
would present special messages. 

Since renowned scholar, Professor Anezi Okoro, set 
the tone at the first All Aro National Conference in ���� 
with a lecture titled, �The Use of Culture as an 
instrument of  social  development:  The Aro 
perspective�; it has been one good outing after 
another. 
The second conference took place in Aro-Ndizuogu in 
����. The third and fourth conferences were held in 
Ajalli and Owerri in ���� and ����, respectively. The 
richness of the presentations has made the All Aro 

National Conference a much sought after event by the 
A ro  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
international community.

The All Aro National Conference is aimed at 
documenting the social, political, economic and 
cultural contributions of the Aro to the growth and 
development of South-eastern Nigeria while 
identifying the reciprocal gains in the light of diaspora 
experience. 
It systematically documents and exposes to the world, 
the essence of the Aro and their contributions to Igbo 
and  World civilization. The All Aro National 
Conference helps to bring together the Aro both at 
home and in diaspora to articulate cultural, historical 
and economic development strategies that would 
impact their environments positively. The Conference 
is a veritable tool to explore the industry, bridge 
building and diplomatic skills of the Aro which 
enabled them to build more than ��� communities all 
over the South East and beyond. In today�s hate filled 
world, values that promote understanding and good 
neighborliness are worth propagating. 

In the same manner the colonial powers implanted 
centrifugal forces in the erstwhile colonies which has 
made it impossible for countries that emerged 
thereafter to enjoy stability, alot of efforts were also 
put into sowing seeds of disunity, especially, among 
the Igbos to conquer their can-do spirit by the 
colonialists. Conferences such as this discourage the 
demarketing of Aro and Igbo accomplishments by 
colonial writers and their surrogates while affording 
the opportunity to present the facts as they ought to 
be. 

The conference highlights the inter dependence of 
mankind and promotes the benefits of peaceful 
coexistence within Aro communities and between Aro 
and other neighboring communities. The Aro are 
remarkable for establishing great friendships, 
reliability and commitment to mutually agreed 
causes. We must encourage, especially, the millennials 
to imbibe these virtues while leveraging on our 
heritage to navigate the future. 

Mazi Anicho S. Okoro
Secretary, All Aro National Conference and 
Secretary-General, Nzuko Arochukwu Worldwide
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By Mazi Anicho S. Okoro
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Day One 

Day Two

Friday March ��, ����

Saturday March ��, ����

�.       ��.�� noon:  Arrival of Delegates
�.       � p.m. Central Executive Committee Meeting at Arochukwu Hall, Abakaliki.
�.       �-�pm:  Registration�Accreditation of Delegates at Aro Hall, Abakaliki  
�.       �-�pm:  Courtesy visit and welcome dinner: Governor of Ebonyi state

�.       �-��am: Breakfast
�.       �-�:��am: Registration�Accreditation continues at the International Conference Centre
�.       �:��am-��noon: Opening Ceremonies 

�.    OPENING CEREMONY ��:��-��NOON�
        Protocols �Chair, His Lordship, Justice Nnenna Otti�           
a.        Recognitions
b.       Opening prayers 
c.        Presentation of kola nuts 
d.       Welcome Address, Nzuko Aro, Abakaliki 
e.       Cultural dance 
f.         Address by Chair, AANC
g.       Address by PG, Nzuko Arochukwu Worldwide
h.       Goodwill messages
           �i�      His Majesty, the Eze Aro of Arochukwu Kingdom
           �ii�     Other Royal Fathers
           �iii�    VIPs
i.        Keynote Speaker
          About the Aro: Facts and Fiction by Prof Okoro Ijoma
           �nd Speaker
           Animating Role of Aro in Diaspora in the Educational, Economic and Religious Life of 
           Igbo Nation: Case of Mazi Njoku Amagwu � Prof P C Ugboaja             
         
�.    MORNING SESSION ���:��-�:��PM� 
           Paper Presentations �Chair, Rev Dr Torty Onoh�
a.        �rd Speaker
           Some Prominent Arochukwu Women and Activists: Bequeathed Legacies and 
           Sustainability by Prof T N Kanno
b.       �th Speaker
           Re-integrating the Aro � by All Aro USA
c.       �th Speaker 
           The Aro contributions to the Development of South Eastern Nigeria: Focus on Ebonyi 
           State � Legacies, Pains and Prospects � Mazi Emma Kanu Ivi
d.       �th Speaker
           The Aro Contributions to the Development of South Eastern Nigeria: The Aro Ndizuogu 
           Diaspora Example � Mazi Ohiaerinwa O Okoro  
 

AANC PROGRAM
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�.     BREAK AND ENTERTAINMENT 
           �:�� � �:��pm  

�.    AFTERNOON SESSION ��-�:��PM� 
           Paper Presentations �Chair, Prof P C Ugboaja�
e.       �th Speaker
           Phytomedicinal and Food Value: Contributions of Selected Indigenous Aro Plants to 
           other Igbo and South-Eastern Nigerians � by Prof J O Nwankwo 
f.        �th Speaker
           The Aro and the Development of South East Nigeria: Imprints in the 
           Oil Rivers - Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa, MON          
g.       �th Speaker
           Aro Diaspora Communities and Emerging South Eastern Nigeria Regional Development 
           Initiatives: Understanding the Issues for New Engagement � Dr Kanu Ohuche
h.       ��th Speaker
           Overview of Facts, Issues and Challenges of Aro Settlements: A Comparative Analysis of 
           Aro Ohaozora Experience � Dr Orji O Orji  

�.    EVENING SESSION - WRAP UP �� -�PM�
a.       Communiqué
b.       Vote of Thanks- Nzuko Iyom, Aro 

�.    CLOSING
a.     Parting message - Dr Azubuike Okoro. Chair, Publicity, AANC
b.       Closing Prayer - LOC
 
�.    SOCIAL EVENING
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AANC PROGRAM

Day Three
Sunday March ��, ����

a.        Thanksgiving Service at St Peters Presbyterian Church, Kpiri-kpiri, Abakaliki
b.       Delegates Depart

5TH ALL ARO NATIONAL CONFERENCE, AANC (ABAKALIKI 2020)
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fter over two decades, introspection on the Aidea behind AANC is inevitable. A periodic 
meet, such as the AANC, is a sin qua-non for the 

growth and development of societies. This is basically 
because it introduces focus, direction, orderliness and 
patterned course of action which derives from 
harmonized views and articulated objectives and 
targets. Social scientists of the Marxian hue would 
readily ask questions such as �Aro National Conference 
for whom, for what and for whose ultimate benefit�; to 
justify the rigor of their analysis. However, mere 
participation in any of the four earlier conferences is 
sufficient to answer the above questions satisfactorily. 
The All Aro National Conference, to say the least, is a 
noble idea whose time was overdue when it came. The 
Aro sons and daughters who worked hard on the 
concept, and also put together the �st conference way 
back in ���� therefore, are, at best, great minds. At all 
the past conferences, what made Aro Aro was evident. 
Those distinctive traits which mark them out from 
other people were on parade. The Aro royalty was 
always radiantly present. At the past conferences, the 
groundwork for a new beginning was effectively laid. 
The Aro agenda in the ��st century, which was 
articulated at one of the conferences, was the seal. 
Twenty four years after, and with the pioneer Chair 
stepping into another role after today; a valedictory 
symposium seems very apt. But where do we go from 
here� AANC is a purveyor of pan-Aro culture and 
culture is a strong part of our lives. It influences our 
views, values, hopes, loyalties, worries, fears, etc. and 
its aggregation towards a common goal ensures 
quicker attainment of results. In essence, a strong 
cultural identity amongst Aro in various abodes, which 
AANC strongly pursued in the last �� years, is 
important to our wellbeing as a people. And, a strong 
sense of our cultural history and traditions will 
promote unity and progress, and as long as culture 
remains the biggest tool for the development of 
mankind; AANC will remain the biggest platform to 
achieve cultural rebirth and renaissance that would 
engender development amongst Aro in the 
homestead and those in diaspora. A very big salute to 
Professor Okoro Ijoma, the founding Chairman and his 
entire pioneer team for a fantastic job on behalf of 
corporate Aro. Congratulation team�

What�s next� Let�s be more Strategic 
The idea of institutionalizing an organization which 
would articulate and aggregate Aro interests 
worldwide was seriously canvassed and passed during 
one of the conferences. The kind of organization in 
view is such that would have an enduring influence in 
the life and affairs of the kingdom. That Aro is seriously 
underdeveloped notwithstanding the fame and glory 
it achieved over a hundred years ago is not in doubt. 
The situation, especially the sorry state of infra 
s t r u c t u ra l  d e ve l o p m e nt ,  d e m a n d s  a  l o t  o f 
contributions from all to be reversed. A permanent 
institution working for the interest of Aro where ever 
domiciled will harness the thoughts and energies of 
those at home and those in diaspora towards 
establishing the kind of society which was the envy of 
even the Europeans before the Aro-Anglo war of ����. 
A program of events of subsequent conferences 
indicating dates, venues, theme, etc could be worked 
out �� - �� years ahead. This will make the preparation 
and organization easier apart from sensitizing 
par ticipants early enough. Those who were 
opportuned to attend any of the past conferences 
would better appreciate the many gaps in planning 
and the gains derivable from being more strategic 
henceforth. Osita di namma…..�

Parting Message
By Chair, Publicity, AANC

AANC @ 24 … A VALEDICTORY SYMPOSIUM!

Dr Azubike Okoro, Ugwuaro
Chair, Publicity � Contact, AANC ����
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CWEC of Nzuko Aro …Its time to Raise 
the Bar
It seems a good time in the life of AANC to raise the bar 
such that subsequent conferences would benefit from 
the experiences of the past five editions. And, doing so 
entails taking some strategic decisions, a few of which 
am going to highlight here. One, is setting up AANC 
advisory board where rare minds with institutional 
memory on our activities, such as the retiring Chair, 
would ascend to and continue with their good works 
but in less active ways. Two, is quickly bringing into 
existence a digital content of the past five editions of 
conference materials. Granted that we have an existing 
book series, Building of the Debris of a Great Past, how 
many people can access the volumes and what is its 
r e a c h  g i v e n  t h e  c u r r e n t  g l o b a l  k n o w l e d g e 
environment. Aro in various parts of the world deserve 
to know and also have access to what our great minds 
articulated in the past �� years as a way of ensuring a 
greater posterity. Its major role will be to present Aro 
history and civilization as it is, not as perceived by 
outsiders, to draw attention to some salient issues in her 
history which are yet to be successfully resolved by 
historians, Anthropologists, Sociologists and others and 
enlighten Aro indigenes that its total development 
should be a source of concern and challenge to all her 
citizens both at home and in the diaspora, and not 
foreigners. 
Three, is the need to reverse the seeming non active 
involvement of Aro youths in AANC activities. The 
imperatives of modern civilization dictate that youths 
should be a structural component of most communal 
programs. In most communities, young people make 
up the bigger piece of the population which indicates 
the crucial role they play today. With the number 
advantage on their side, youngsters could do so much 
in our communities if properly harnessed. In the very 
least, engaging the youths in all preparatory activities, 
such as sub-committee functions, would provide a 
good learning opportunity for them to take up the 
baton of leadership when it�s passed over to them. 
Happily, the National Association of Arochukwu 
Students �NAAS� and various other youth organizations 
seem very well organized for the role. Four, bring to life 
the permanent institution for aggregating Aro interests 
which AANC yearn for by tinkering with the constitution 
of Nzuko Arochukwu to structurally provide for AANC 
and its terms of reference. By so doing, it will be easy to 
attract endowments and research grants locally and 
internationally and AANC shall assume a life of its own 
and cater for corporate Aro issues in perpetuity. Finally, 
the sociology of Aro diaspora is very challenging and 
intriguing given the similarities and dissimilarities that 
characterize the settlements in various locations. As a 

result, unique solutions to the challenges they face is 
required. A typical example is those whose sizes are 
sufficient to attract government apparatus, such as a 
local government structure, and those whose sizes are 
smaller, consequently almost being completely 
assimilated by their host communities. These 
differences need to be studied, planned for and 
assistance strategically provided to ensure that they 
don�t become completely lost. Identity crisis is the worst 
sickness that will befall a human being. 
  
End Notes
Each time I look back at the road we passed through to 
be here, I keep thanking God who made today possible. 
At the onset, it looked near impossible given the gaps in 
planning and preparations and postponement was 
even contemplated, but to the glory of God we have 
successfully pulled through. Indeed, as I look around 
this arena, I see so many great people. These are men 
and women who have attained greatness by the 
sacrifices they made for the love of community. I mean 
those, who by their actions and deeds caused positive 
changes in the lives of individuals, nay the cause of 
history of our kingdom. Such men and women have 
never been in short supply in our environment though, 
but the challenges of the times raised the stakes and 
redefined the conditions. Given the certainty of the 
judgment of history, surely all of you here would be duly 
credited in due time. Undoubtedly, all is well that ends 
well.  For the Mazi George Ezuma led-exco of Nzuko 
Arochukwu Worldwide, this is perhaps, a defining 
moment for your leadership of the community. It is 
indeed, a watershed as it provides big opportunities for 
more achievements in your remaining years in office. 
Indeed, I see some low hanging fruits, as you stand on 
the threshold of great possibilities. Good luck. 

As the Curtin Falls
At the Publicity � Contact Sub-Committee, we 
recognize the immense support of people we worked in 
concert with  to discharge our mandate. We continue to 
savor the honor and privilege of serving Arochukwu in 
any capacity for the sake of building a community with a 
strong identity. As the curtail falls on AANC ����, let us 
rededicate ourselves to building a proud heritage in 
Arochukwu, in concert with our brothers and sisters in 
diaspora. As you depart, let�s remain committed to the 
goals of the founding fathers of AANC for the benefit of 
the present and succeeding generations. Let us 
cultivate the eternal brotherhood of Aro-Okeigbo in 
thoughts, words and deeds. Ako Bu Ije.

Dr Azubike Okoro, Ugwuaro
Chair, Publicity � Contact, AANC ����
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ALL ARO NATIONAL CONFERENCE (AANC)
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

�.       Mazi Prof Okoro Ijoma 
           Chairman
 
�.       Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa 
         Incoming Chairman

�.       Mazi Dr. Friday Kanu Ohuche
          Vice Chairman

Other members:
�.       Mazi EKO Ivi

�.       Mazi �Prof� OC Nwana

�.       Prof�Mrs� Oluokwukwe Nwana
 
�.       Fr. Jerome Okonkwo 

�.       Prof TN Kanno 

�.       Mazi Dave Imoko
 
��.    Mazi Okoro Nwaka
 
��.    Mazi Elder Nnamdi Udoh
 
��.    Mazi Hon. Ejike Nwankwo 

��.    Mazi Ernie Onwumere 

��.    Mrs Nwada Igwe 

          

��.    Mazi George Ezuma 

��.    Dr. Orji Ogbonnaya Orji
 
��.    Dr Azubuike Okoro 

��.    Prof. Joseph Nwankwo 

��.    Prof. Paul Ugboaja

��.    Dr. Nnennaya Onoh

��.    Mazi Barr. Chijioke Orji

��.    Lady Bright Elekwa
 
��.    Mrs Rosemary Egesi
 
��.    Mazi Eugene Okey Imuoh
 
��.    Mazi Anicho S. Okoro 
          Member/Secretary.
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The Aros have drifted and the pre-eminent cultural, 
economic, social, and historical pedestal almost 
denigrated. We now have an opportunity to halt 

the drift, to unify all Aros wherever they are settled.

ALL ARO USA



HOMEPAGE     ACCOLADES     EVENTS     MILESTONES     POLITICS     CULTURE     STORE     INTERVIEWS     HISTORY     CELEBRATIONS     ABOUT US

COLUMNS     SOCIETY NEWS     DIASPORA MATTERS     NZUKO ARO     PHOTO GALLERY     TRANSITIONS     OGO NEWS     SPORTS     CONTACT US

www.aronewsonline.com

Https��www.aronewsonline.com

Home - Aro News Online
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Enquiries: president�aronewsonline.com |  sales�aronewsonline.com
ARO NEWS BOOK SERIES, VOLUMES 1, 2 & 3 
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The President, members of the
Board of Trustees (BOT),

and all members of
Ezienyi Club Arochukwu,

heartly felicitates with the Eze Aro In Council,
Nzuko Arochukwu and Umu Aro nile

on the auspicious occassion of the 
5th All Aro National Conference, 

AANC (Abakaliki 2020)

On the Ocassion of AANC, Oganivu Umu Aro 
is most paramount to us as a Club

God bless us all
Ezi......Enyi
Ez.......Enyi

Ezienyi.........Idi na otu

Mazi Chijioke Ogbonnaya
President

Erinma Oti
Secretary
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